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                                                                                                     Ljubljana, 9.9.2008

Dear Friends,

Unfortunately we will not be able to join you at your march on 13th of September in Madrid, but be sure that we are with you in our thoughts and hearts. 

We hope your manifestation will be joined by many, and above all that it will be a success and that your efforts, which are our efforts too, will be achieved in the everyday practice. This is what it is all about, to implement the UN Convention and other documents that speak about equal rights, independent living, anti-discrimination and human rights, in our everyday lives. 

When we have met in Slovenia at the Conference in Kranjska Gora, we have discovered that our governments work in a similar way; they still hold on to out-dated models of help, care and institutionalization. 

Like you, we fight and have to deal with ignorance and sweet-talk of experts and politicians, who will not form a proper legal ground to allow us to live independently, actively and equally. And you and we have to persist and work in the direction of ensuring equal rights and opportunities and the respect of human and civil rights. 

We are sending you hugs, and even though on the other side of Europe, we will be marching with you.  


                                                                                                 Elena Pečarič
                                                                                                    President
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